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From our President 

Yahoo – spring has sprung – and de boids are on de wing (as the old saying goes.) 

Since our last newsletter we have had some great events. In line with the committee’s 
philosophy of adding value to our membership as well as improving the playing competence 
and enjoyment of playing, Rod and Sharon put on two really interesting workshops. Rod 
drew from his awesome depth of knowledge and experience to provide everyone who 
attended a great program for warming up and getting that embouchure tuned up and ready 
to go, whilst Sharon in her very entertaining way ran us through a series of exercises to tune 
our body and mind to also get us “play ready” and also to keep us in top shape.  We thank 
both of them for the effort they put in preparing for the day and giving their time for our 
betterment. 

The question is……where does he find them?  For the second concert in a row, our Musical 
Director - John - has pulled a rabbit out of the hat and presented us with a musical treat – at 
the recent Seniors Concert he invited Brisbane Mandolins to join our Concert Band on the 
program. They complimented each other beautifully. If you think a mandolin is a grown up 
ukulele – WRONG – they played some beautiful music – as did our Concert Band. This 
year’s Seniors Concert was our best attended yet and went like clockwork – especially 
thanks to Wendy and her team, Laurie for his silver tongue MCing and everyone who 
brought a plate – our Redlands Seniors sure don`t take any prisoners when there is a table 
of cakes and sandwiches in the offing!! 

It was great to see that the Big Band have had some gigs recently – at Wynnum and a week 
or so ago in our own back yard at the Redlands RedFest. I heard the recording from the 
Wynnum gig and was absolutely gob smacked at how great they sounded – I actually 
thought it was one of Rod’s that he had brought along to get them to hear how a tune should 
really be played WOW. 

Finally we wish Reece well in his career change. For those who haven`t heard, he has taken 
a huge career step and Joined the Queensland Police Service – he is currently in training. 
On everyone’s behalf I wish he and Tess well in a very exciting time for them. The only sad 
part of this is that he can only guarantee being with us until the end of the year - 
noooooooooooooooooo! 

Cheers til next time 

George 
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Fine performances by the Concert Band 

The Concert Band has participated in two really successful concerts in the past little while.  

The annual Seniors Week in August culminated in the usual Band Spectacular. The Concert 
Band presents half the program and a guest group completes the program in the second half.  

This year our guests were the Mandolins in Brisbane, conducted by the young Nathan Aspinall, 
an aspiring conductor of great talent. The mandolins were very well-received by an enthusiastic, 
packed audience. This is a small group but very professional in performance. It was a delightful 
program.  

The Concert Band were in fine form, also. The program, as usual, was full of contrasts; Narelle 
and Vaughn Clark were the vocalists in “Brindisi” the drinking sing from Verdi’s ‘La Traviata’. It 
was great to see so many patrons at the concert, including our mayor Melva Hobson and 
councillor Wendy Boglary, both true supporters of the band and its activities. 

Three years ago the band commenced an exchange program of visits with the Buderim Concert 
Band. That band presented part of a program here in the Redlands in 2008 and 2010, and our 
Concert Band visited the Sunshine Coast in 2009 and again this year. This year’s concert held in 
the Maroochydore RSL was an excellent event. Each band presented a 40 minute program with 
music drawn from different countries from around the world. The two individual band programs 
were interspersed with some vocal items from two young very talented girls. The final pieces 
were two combined band items. Those in the Concert Band who were available to make the trip 
were treated to first class hospitality and organisation from the Buderim people. A quick 
rehearsal of the combined items in the morning was followed by an excellent lunch on the nearby 
foreshore. We look forward to a return visit from the Buderim Band next year.  

The Concert Band will be without its regular conductor at one rehearsal in September. Two 
aspiring young conductors, Jane Hawkins and Louise McGill, from the ranks of the band will 
share this rehearsal in his absence.  

The next performance by the band will be at the Tranquil Waters Retirement Village at Victoria 
Point. The residents there always enjoy our programs which encourages our band members to 
look forward to playing there.  
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Skeleton Crew, but Seniors Week must go on ��� �  
Glen and Beryl were absent due to Beryl’s back operation and hospitalization. Arthur Wright was 
at every other gig that week, travelling from Kallangur. We really appreciate his dedication to our 
group. This gig was one of our 6 Seniors’ Week commitments, all of which attracted much 
interest, gave us at least one ‘booking’ (with other possibilities), and brought people to our end of 
week concert who had never been to a Band function before. 
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Stage Band at Horizon Celebrations 
On Monday, 22nd of August, the Stage Band was privileged to be the musical entertainment at 
the 30th anniversary of the Horizon Foundation in the Redlands. The event was held in the 
evening at RPAC and the Governor of Queensland Penny Wensley attended in her capacity as 
Patron. The band performed a selection of instrumental and vocal pieces as guests were being 
seated, the National Anthem to begin proceedings, background music for presentations and ‘I’m 
A Believer’ as guests exited the venue for cake and coffee. 

The night was well organized through RPAC. Although the event with its sound checks and 
setting up was quite long and our players remained on stage throughout the speeches and other 
activities such as the filling of a time capsule, they represented the organization with 
professionalism and an enjoyment of music. Many guests remained  in  the auditorium to hear 
the playing to the very end and all attending learnt a little bit more about the worthwhile work 
carried out by this not for profit organization. 
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Inaccord News 
Inaccord has continued to have a busy year. There were five jobs in June, nine in July, including 
2 dinner functions in retirement villages, and eight in August, which included four in local 
shopping centres.  In the shopping centres we publicise our Seniors’ Week finale concert. It 
seems that a number of patrons came to the concert as a result of our efforts. Some even said 
they were expecting to hear more of the music they heard in the centres. One shopper booked 
us to play the music for her mother’s ninetieth birthday function. There are seven jobs on the 
book for September. 

October and November each have eight or nine bookings, and then there is the run up to 
Christmas. We are not going to rust out – maybe we will wear out first, but we will enjoy doing it. 

We have already been approached by RDCOTA regarding our commitment to Seniors’ Week in 
August when we usually do a number of concerts in shopping centres where we publicise 
Seniors’ Week and our Spectacular Band Concert to conclude the week. 

At times our playing roster has been a little thin on the ground (see article on Skeleton Crew – 
Ed), so we would be pleased if a couple of retired folk would offer to join our reserve list. Most of 
our music is suitable for a competent sight reader to play with little rehearsal. If you would like to 
sit in on one of our concerts please let us know and we will initiate you into the fun that we have. 
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Inaccord engagements 
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Meet the Redlanders …  
In March, I was asked by the functions organiser at Tranquil Waters Retirement Village if I could 
sort out some appropriate ‘party music’ for an evening function to celebrate the opening of a new 
covered barbecue area, on April 1. He suggested, ‘perhaps a jazz band’? 

I recalled the negative reaction by some residents to some very good jazz playing I had heard 
there earlier by a  brilliant local musician, so I knew I had to avoid  any outright jazz improvisation 
– also the money available clearly ruled out almost every group, or player I knew, in that 
category! I thought of some members of our own Redland Bands who could carry what I now had 
in mind. So - I asked four of my friends, who were not mercenaries, as they happily played for no 
individual payment, instead, the fee being a donation to the Redland Bands Fund. Having 
checked the availability, and willingness, of the guys, I accepted the gig – as the date was now 
coming very fast.  

Almost immediately a notice appeared in the Community Centre, advertising the function, which 
was to feature “Denis & His Mates” – (“Oh ……, I haven’t given any name yet, I thought…we 
must do better than that”).  And so, “The Redlanders” – Mainstream Jazz, was born. It then 
occurred to me, that in all this haste, nobody connected with the Bands Committee knew that the 
good name of the bands, was about to be taken in vain … It was also necessary to tell someone 
that a mysterious donation was about to appear in the Bands account, and so I immediately 
telephoned our esteemed President to let him what had happened. 

Nothing further needed to be done, I thought, as this was just to be a “one-off” and unlikely to 
occur again…..well! The residents just loved it – and so it is to happen again. We have a return 
engagement in October, with more to follow, I am told.  
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A visitor from another Village was present, which now means that we are likely to play there as 
well…no more, please, I’m retired from all of this!! 
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Upcoming Events – All bands 

Date Event Place Time Band 

9-Oct Park concert Raby Bay Harbour 
Park 4:00 PM Wind Ensemble 

12-Oct Concert Tranquil Waters 7:00 PM Concert Band 

30-Oct Playout St Gabriel's Fete 11:15 AM Stage Band 

27-Nov Concert Smith Street 
Assembly Hall 1:30 PM All bands 

4-Dec Band Xmas party Band room 2:30 PM All players 

10-Dec Xmas carols Cleveland 
showgrounds TBA Xmas Band 

11-Dec Xmas carols Indigiscapes, 
Capalaba TBA Xmas Band 

18-Dec Xmas carols Wellington Point TBA Xmas Band 
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